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CASES FROM PRACTICE. 


BY C. NEIDHARD, M. D. 





Hommopathy is the direct method and Allmopathy the indirect. 
Of direct methods there can be only one, of the indirect many, as 
‘fantiphlogistic, resolvent, revulsive, deobstruent, &c. 
the direct method an impulse is given to the specific reaction 
the healing power, so that the disease is not only attacked in its 
effects upon the different organs and systems, as with the indirect 
method, but in its origin and seat, whereby it is prevented from 
passing through its different stages. Why should this not be possi- 
ble? Why should we not be able to find agents having a direct 
dynamical effeet upon the specific reaction of the healing power? 
There is no reasonable ground to doubt it! 

With Homeopathy experience has already strongly corroborated 
this. To pretend to denv this, shows either ignorance, stubborness, 
indolence, or dread of new systems. 

C. A. ESCHENMAYER, M. D. 


Professor of Medicine at the University of Tabingen. ‘ 






Case first. Mrs. D., of fair complexion, (seven years ago, 
immediately after her confinement, by exposure to cold,) became 
subject to rheumatic pains, which have with occassional intermis- 
sion ever continued since. She had taken many remedies, with- 
out however deriving any permanent benefit from them. 

The Tinct. Colchicum autumnal., which was the last medicine 
prescribed, appeared to have done her more good than any thing 
else. She had finally given up all hope of ever being restored to 
health. 

Symptoms: A dull heavy pain, soreness and stiffness in the 
lumbar region, aggravated or excited by bending the body back- 
ward; a similar pain and afiection but less violent between the 
shoulders and back part of the neck; flying pains in different parts 
of the body; she feels suddenly on a small spot on the head a 
soreness, which as suddenly disappears; she feels almost entirely 
iree from pain in cold clear weather, but the least exposure to a 
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draught of air, as well as damp weather produces the pains. T) 
feast exercise causes profuse perspiration, which, however, doe: 
not give any relief. The pain in the lower part of the back j, 
the oldest and most constant symptom, which is also present ; 
clear cold weather, when the other symptoms are better. Thes 
ptoms have every year increased in violence. In oth, 
respect perfectly healthy. 

On my first visit to her, on the 5th of March, 1838, she receive 


SViv) 


Nux vomica 6, gtt. 1., upon which the next day she woke up th 
first time for many years without pain in the back, the othe 
symptoms were, however. aggravated until the evening of t) 
same day, when a general amelioration ensued. She continue 
better until the 10th, when by exposure to a draught of air a. 
her symptoms reappeared. Her diet was now more strict) 
regulated and daily cold ablutions recommended. After a du 
consideration of her symptoms she received calcarea carbon. 3. 
ett. I—4 every other day in the evening for several month: 
Under the influence of this medicine she gradually became better: 
it particularly diminished the pain and stiffness in the back; o: 
the stiffness of the neck, the soreness to the touch, it seemed t 
have less eflect: on which account Causticum 3. was prescribed. 
repeated doses of which entirely removed these last symptoms. 
After this Rhus 3. git. 1. every 2 days was prescribed for 3—! 
weeks which removed all symptoms with the exception of a sligli 
pain in the lumbar region. No medicine expressing this charac- 
teristic symptom better than Cale. carbon.; it was again administer. 
ed to her in the tincture 4 8—6 drops, but only every 8—}!4 days, 
or whenever the symptom showed itself; and by pursuing this 
course for some months; she, finally, got entirely rid of this 
troublesome disorder. 

I]. Mr. R., 38 years of age, of dark complexion, applied t 
me on the 29th of September, 1837; complaining of the following 
symptoms, to which he had been subject for the last five months; 

Pain and soreness under the ankle of the left foot, togethe: 
with soreness, slight swelling and redness of the large toe of th 
same foot; particularly painful in walking, which he can onl} 
do with the greatest difficulty; pain also in thé*aole of the foot: 
and alternately in the heel with redness and swelling. Soreness 
along the clavicle, and a dull pain in the lower part of the back. 
chiefly at night. ‘These symptoms accompany great ¢ »nsibilits 
to the changes of temperature, which always cause a swelling ¢ 
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the testicles; the passage of urine becomes painful and frequent, 
ind is: accompanied by a discharge of a quantity of sand; also 
-ostiveness. 

On the Ist of October, he received 8 doses of Bryonia 18. gtt. 
}., one to be taken every 12 hours. After the first powders the 
pain in the foot and other symptoms were violently aggravated. 
He passed off greater quantities of calculous deposition than ever 
before; and the sediment, which had been whitish before, was 
now turned into a reddish colour. In 4 days, the aggravation 
however gradually subsided; and by continuing the brvonia in 
the same dilution every day up to the 12th October—he gradual- 
vy became better; so that he could walk now without difhuity, 
and without much pain. The swelling of the testicles had also 
disappeared, as well as the pain he had during the passage of the 
urine, and the other urinary symptoms. He was, however, still 
costive and very nervous, on which account he received Nux 
vomica 12 gtt. 1., alternately with Bryonia 18. every other day, 
for several weeks. On the 3d of Nov., his health (with the excep- 
tion of a slight soreness on the sole of the left foot, particularly in 
walking,) was entirely re-established. The Homeopathic medi- 
cines produced during their operation great cheerfulness of inind: 
to which he had long been a stranger. 

For the peculiar soreness on the sole fof the foot Lycopod. 
Pulsat. Sulph. Led. Rhs. Mangan. Arnica. Psor. were prescribed 
to him yet, in different dilutions, without this symptom being 
sensibly diminished. 

By using daily cold ablutions of the feet during the summer 
months, and by taking occassioually a dose of Phosphor 12.: this 
‘ast symptom also, finally, yielded. 

[am aware that the application of cold water and Phosphor 
at the same time is liable to some objection; as no certain indica- 
tion can be derived from it for the benefit of the Hom. materia 
medica, it being impossible here to decide, whether the applica- 
uon of the cold water or the phosphor contributed more for 
the final removal of this soreress. But every Hom. physician 
has met with similar cases, where nothing appears to have an 
eflect, in removing such isolated symptoms. In such extreme cases, 
and only insuch, we are, in the present state of Homeopathy, 
justified in using all such means in our power. 

This patient remained entirely free from the pain and soreness 
Xc. of his foot for five months: but after the lapse of that 
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time he was attacked again with a violent pain in the bae| 
in the region of the kidney, and discharged great quantities o: 
whitish sand with the urine: his testicles also became swolle) 
again. ‘This aflection was finally entirely removed by 8 doses 
of Sassaparilla 6. gtt. 1., taken every other day, and afterwards 
Sulphur 0. git. 3. for several weeks. 

Hf. J. O., an Trishman, 37 vears of age, had for some tim, 
been aflicted with Rheumatism, for which he had taken differey: 
medicines without obtaining any relief. He complained of a du; 
aching pain and stiffness from the left shoulder-joint down to th, 
elbow-joint, with severe pains in the finger-joints. Dull pains also 
in the joints of the knees and feet, particularly the left foot, so tha: 
he is unable to standon it. All these pains are aggravated during 
rest, and in the night on getting warm in bed; when he always 
perspires profusely: a general stiffness in the body after remain- 
ing in the sitting posture for some time. The pains are diminished 
by taking exercise, but he has been unable to work for some 
time. He is also inclined to costiveness, and feels a sickness ot 
stomach afier dinner. The symptoms being very characteristic 
for Rhus, he received accordingly 10 doses of it, of the 3d dilu- 
tion, from gtt. 1—6., to be taken every other night, with the 
injunction to discontinue the powders as soon as the pains, Xe. 
would cease. [*ourteen days afterwards, he returned with the 
message, that his pains had been gradually disappearing, and that 
he felt now entirely free from pains, not finding it necessary 
to take more than 5 powders. He suffered now, only from 
constipation, felt an oppression in the stomach, and perspired much 
in the night: Nux vom. 1. gtt. 1;—4. doses, every day one, restored 
him to perfect health. He remained entirely free from his disease. 

IV. Mr. H., paper manufacturer, 47 years of age, has bee: 
subject to rheumatic pains for 4 months for which he had en- 
ployed various domestic remedies without obtaining any pet- 
manent relief. He had also taken on the advise of a physician, 
the tinct. of Colchicum (almost a panacea, in our country, 10: 
rheumatism,) with the same result; and lately washed his whole 
body with a solution of Cayenne pepper, which, however, only 
aggravated the pains. . 

The disease commenced with shooting pains in the legs, part- 
cularly the left leg with slight swelling up to the hip; gre@ 
weakness of the ankle-joint; swelling, redness and stifiness in the 
left arm, with a dull pain in the arm and finger-joints, particular! 
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on first moving, or suddenly raising them after rest: stiffness 
and pain in the back of the neck; he has also chills in the even- 
ing and slight fever in the morning with thirst, headache, want 
of appetite; the pains are always worse in the night on getting 
warm in bed, sensibility to the changes of weather. 

Two doses of Aconit. 4. taken daily, and Rhus 6. every 4 days, 
perfectly cured him in 14 days. 

- Seven cases very similar to the two last occurring last fall 
nd winter, were all removed in a short time by a few doses of 
Rhus toxicod. 18. 12. & 6. 

VY. The following case is remarkable, on account of the ex- 

treme violence, with which even the smallest doses acted, and 
may serve to convince us, that no certain rules can as yet be 
laid down with regard to the doses of Hom. medicines. The 
adaptation of the dose to the sensibility of the constitution of tne 
patient must for the present remain our sole guide. 
Mrs. * * *, 45 years of age, of leukophlegmatic habit of body 
and cachectic constitution, became, about 4 years ago, an attack 
of bilious fever; for the cure of which her physician prescribed 
arge doses of Calomel; immediately after which her present 
lisease showed itself with the following symptoms: Dull pains in 
the first phalanges of the fingers, particularly the left hand; pain 
n the right foot below the ankle, with a drawing and tickling 
sensation from the large toe upwards: this pain often suddenly 
passes to the head of the os humeri left side; a sticking pain in the 
soles of the feet on motion; on awakening in the night she feels 
violent cramps and stiffness all over the body, and pains in the 
ones of the feet and fingers; by pressing on any part of the body 
she becomes subject to eructations, constituting a perfect tym- 
panites, after which she always feels for some time entirely free 
from pain; urine deposites a whitish and sometimes a reddish 
sediment; costiveness; feels better in warm weather. 

The medicines she received were the following: Calcarea; 
Sulphur; Lycopod. Pulsat.; Carb. anim.; Graphit. Sepia; as one 
orthe other group of symptoms predominated. Carb. anim. and 
Graphit. Pulsat. appeared to have most efiect in combatting the 
cramps, stiffness and pain in the fingers and feet; whilst Lycopod, 
Sepia, Sulph. diminished the flatulency and eructations. All 
these medicines were exhibited in the 30th dilution glob. 1., and 
even this small dose always produced an aggravation for a whole 


day. Her sensitiveness to the smallest doses was so great, that 
16* 
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Sepia 18. glob. 1. produced violent colic pains, diarrhoea an¢ 
swelling of the whole body for 4 days until reaction took place. 
On repeating Sepia 30. glob. 1. the same violent symptoms 
returned and continued for several days, but were also supersed. 
ed by the same mitigation of the disease. I now dissolved one 
globule of the 85th dilation of Sepia in a large tumbler of water, 
of which she received half a teasponful in the evening. During 
the night no effect was felt, but all next day the swelling of the 
stomach and abdomen. the colic pains, &c. returned as before, 


though with less violence and sherter continuance. In order ty 


diminish this extreme sensibility I interposed some doses of Aurw 
and Nux vomica, upon which these primary effects of Sepia be- 
came less and iess violent, and the spasms and stiffness in th 
feet and fingers, as well as the flatulency were gradually disap. 
pearing, and she felt for some months entirely free from pain. 
After discontinuing the medicines for some time, the pain in the 
finger-joint, particularly in the carfinger of the left hand together 
with the symptoms of tympanites, showed themselves again, on 
which account the treatment is yet continued. The feet remained 
entirely free from pain. 

VI. S., 19 years of age, scamstress, has been subject t 
leucorrhoea for three years, which has every year become worse. 
Fortunately she had taken no Alleeopathic medicine against her 
disease. The discharge is thick, abundant and debilitating; she 
feels a sensation of burairg in the lumbar region with weakness 
and Jameness in these parts, sudden flushes of heat, heaviness 
and throbbing pain in the region of the the heart, cunstipation. 
sour eructations, with a feeling of heaviness and heat in the eyes: 
her catamenia are also too abundant. China 12. glob. 2. producec 
no perceptible effect, but Phosphorus 6. gtt. 1. every other day 
perfectly cured her in 3 weeks, and she afterwards alledged that 
she had never felt better in her life. She remains entirely free 
from her disease, although she has now taken no medicine for 
8 months. 

VII. Prolapsus uteri et ani. Mrs. L., of fair complexion, 
48 years of age, the widow of an English physician from London, 
is afflicted with a very complicated disorder, which dates 1's 
commencement 8 years ago, after difficult parturition. Symptoms: 
On the descent of the womb there is a slight leucorrheeal discharge 
but no acute pain; it is always worse 2 hours after dinner and 10 
the night, when particularly she feels a weight and bearing dow". 
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but much less in walking and standing; in the evening she feels 
a kind of respite, but in the morning she is distressed in the highest 
degree. The prolapsus ani occurrs at every stool; she is inclined 
“9 costiveness; great weakness and heaviness of the lower ex- 
tremities, want of appetite, feeling of craving in the stomach, 
great nervous sensibility. She had worn no pessary nor taken 
anv thing against this disorder, except occassionally small doses 
of Sulphur mixed with some Magnesia and Cremor tartar, with- 
out however deriving much benefit. 

Nux vomica 12, gtt. 1. preduced an excellent but only transient 
effect, the same was the case with the tinct. Arnicae gtt. 30. in 
a pint of water, some. of which I ordered hcr to inject into the 
vagina morning and evening. No medicine appearing to me 
however to answer all the indications su well as Sepia, she 
received it in the 6th dilution glob. 1. every other day, the effect 
of this medicine was so decided that in a few weeks she consider- 
ed herself perfectly cured. She now went into the country, 
continuing to take the Sepia there for some time. Several months 
afierwards when I heard from her agaia, her health was reported 
‘o be improving. Whether a relapse took place | am not pre- 
pared to say, as I am without information for the last 8 months. 

The two last cases may tend to show, that even in inveterate 
cases, if not previously maltreated by improper medicines or too 
large doses, Homeopathy will give prompt relief. 

VII. Miss R., 29 vears of age, of scrophulons habit, has been 
subject for several vears to a swelling and induration of the parotid 
sland on the left side, with stiflness and pain on the back of the 
neck and shoulderblade. She had formerly trequent gatherings 
in the gland, which being improperly treated, it became gradually 
indurated. She feels always worse in the afternoon and better 
after perspiration and in warm weather. She had taken Allawo- 
pathic medicines for a whole year for this complaint, without 
leriving the least benefit from them. She was perfectly cured in 
the space of 5 months, by repeated doses of Calcarea, Carb. 
animal. and Mercury. 

IX. Mrs. 8., of light complexion, consulted me on the Ist of 
May, 1838, on account of a disease of the throat which she had 
lor several years, consisting of an enlargement of the uvula, feel- 
ing like a lump in the throat and which appeared to her to assume 
gradually a larger size, at the same time she was very hoarse and 
occassionally felt a tickling sensation with some pain on swallow- 
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ng; the glands of the neck are also sometimes swollen, and sje 
had a stiffness in it and also in the back of the neck, particularly 
in damp weather ; but little appetite. Sulphur 0. and Nux vomica 
G. in repeated doses, every 4 days a dose, diminished the disease. 
On the 24th of August, she received Plumbum metallicurn ¢. 
several drops every 3 days, until the 8th of Sept., and from tha; 
period Plumb. met. 3. gtt. 1. daily till Octob. 23d, which perfect), 
cured her, the disease gradually diminishing under the influence 
of this medicine. She felt no aggravation from the Plumb. met. 
3. except after the first doses for a few hours a pain in the 
stomach, and a feeling of soreness in the palatine region with the 
appearance of some excoriation, which however soon disap- 
peared. ) 

X. A case of chronic swelling of the tonsils ina young Irish 
girl was treated Alloopathically for a year without success, 
The physician proposed an operation for its radical cure, which 
was objected to by the girl, who soon after applied to me. Two 
doses of Iodium 1. every 3 days restored her to perfeet health. 

XI. A boy of 15 complained for 2 months of a heaviness and 
giddiness in the head, dimness of sight, which commences in the 
morning every 4th day, accompanied twice a day by vomiting 
of mucus somewhat streaked with blood after violent straining, 
which also affects the hearing. The eating of butter and fat 
meat, as well as hot bread has a tendency to bring on the disease. 
Thinks the disease was caused by eating hot bread. 

Pulsatilla 6. 4 doses, one every 3d day gave perfect relief. 

XII. A lady of sanguine temperament was affected in the 
night after exposure to cold with very violent throbbing pain on 
the top of the head, extending to the eyes and increased ou 
moving them; the face is much flushed and swollen, beating ot 
the carotids, head painful to the slightest touch. ‘The pain had 
lasted for 8 hours without intermission, and Acon. bellad. given 
at intervals of 4 hours, brought no relief. Cocculus 18. glob. 1. 
and produced lasting relief in a few minutes. 

XI. Neuralgia. Miss ——, 27 years of age, of short sta- 
ture, dark complexion and choleric temperament, besides the 
common diseases of children, has been subject also to fever and 


ague. Being possessed of superior mental faculties and a highly 
imaginative turn of mind she has been in the habit of reading 
often for a whole night, novels, histories, and all sorts of miscel- 
laneous literature, Owing to this habit, strengthened by her 
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aatural predisposition she has been subject from her girlhood to 
determinations of blood to the head, which finally, about 8 years 
ago, settled into a violent hemicrania, occuring periodically every 
‘wo months. Five years ago, soon after having some teeth ex- 
tracted and others set and plugged, she was for the first time 
attacked with tic doloureux on the left cheek, characterized by a 
vibration like twitches of many small strings as she expressed 
herself; at the same time the pain darted to the throat, eyes, and 
al] over tho head, the face becomes suddenly swollen, and as 
suddenly resumes its natural colour, there is an extreme paleness 
of the face, the eyes are deeply sunk in their sockets, she can 
open the eyelids only with difficulty, feeling of soreness in the 
balls of the eye, strabismus, the gums are swollen, beating and 
aching of the heart, after the attack she feels generally a dull 
aching pain in the back of the head, with a feeling like a board 
pressed over the eyes and nose; her digestive organs are also 
very much debilitated, she cannot eat the smallest piece cf meat 
without deranging them, she has a sour and sometimes a bitter 
taste in the mouth after eating, want of appetite, costiveness, 
heartburn, inclination to vomit, she has the feeling as of a lump 
in the throat, and her mouth is extremely dry and parched; her 
mind is constantly wandering and confused, and she cannot fix 
her ideas long on one subject. ‘The lady has been accustomed to 
‘ive constantly in a highly perfumed atmosphere, and has always 
drunk very strong tea; her dreams are frightful, and even if free 
irom her disease, she generally wakes up with a slight headache 
‘nthe morning; catamenia normal. 

Formerly her attacks occurred only every 4—5 months, but of 
late she has them much more frequently; the pain is so violent, 
that it almost deprives her of reason, and constantly day and 
night with hardly a few moments intermission. Afier having 
reached its acme, it ceases at once. It is remarkable, that gene- 
rally when her general health is best, she always has an attack. 
| observed the same in other cases of neuralgia and also in epi- 
lepsy. 

During the attack her intellectual functions are singularly bright 
whereas afterwards they are in a state of apathy: It seems as if 
nature had thus made an effort to restore an equilibrium which 
she is afterwards too weak to sustain. 

Notwithstanding the various remedies several eminent physi- 
cians had prescribed for her, the disease increased every year in 
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frequency, and violence. The largest doses of laudanum an¢ 
morphin were often insufficient to give the slightest reliet. Sh 
at one time took as much as a quart of brandy. To these nay. 
cotics we must certainly ascribe in a great measure her derange 
digestion, the dry and parched state of her fauces, and the tots 
prostration of strength after every attack. She had also takey 
large quantities of the carbonate of iron and sulphur. 

Without entering into a minute detail of the treatment pursued, 
it will be sufficient to mention, that Arsenic and Phosphorus jn 
different dilut. given alternately for several months, after having 
several times at first produced in their primary operation a sligi)' 
attack, either prevented its recurrence, or arrested it at its onset. 
Lycopodium and Nux moschata cured the dyspeptic symptoms 
and Baryt carbon. and Alumina the headache, which was more 
frequent after the cessation of the neuralgia. Besides these reme- 
dies Belladonna, Nux vomica and Cicuta were prescribed. yet 
with little benefit. 

After being free from an attack for almost a year she com- 
menced indulging again in coffee, &c., and in consequence again 
had a slight paroxysm, which, however, was soon subdued by 
the same remedies. Since that time, now above 8 months, her 
disease has not returned, and her general health has greatly in- 


proved. 

XIV. Neuralgia. Mrs. ——, 29 years of age, of fair com- 
plexion, has been liable every summer for several years, to 4 
neuralgic affection with the following symptoms: a rending pain 
from the left ear upwards towards the temple and downwards the 
whole left side to the lower jaw; at the same time a singular 
tickling and prickling sensation in these parts, so that notwith- 
standing her pain, she is hardly able to keep from laughing. The 
pain commences in the evening, is increased by warm drinks and 
after meals, particularly after dinner. She was mostly subject 
to it for the greater part of the summer, and it has every year 
become more violent. The glands of the neck are also swollen 
sometimes, and there is a constant eruption of large blotches on 
the face, neck and arms, severely itching at night, and which she 
was in the habit of repelling by the application of Sulphur oint- 
ment, after which the neuralgia always made its appearance. 
She was very much astonished when informed of the injurious 
consequences of this proceeding, and was casily persuaded to 


adopt Homeopathic treatment. 
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The selection of the proper remedy in this case could not be 
jstaken, all the symptoms being highly characteristic for Zinc. 


\ccordingly 3 grains of the 3d dilut. of this medicine were dis- 
«lved in 8 spoonfulls of water, one spoonfull to be taken on the 


ast premonitory symptom of the disease. The first doses pro- 

duced a violent aggravation of the symptoms, but on continuing 
the medicine they gradually subsided and she was entirely cured 
of her disease, before she had taken all the medicine. For the 
last 12 months no relapse has occured. 

The susceptibility of this patient to medicinal impressions was 
ery great. Mercur. sol. 2. gr. { for instance prescribed at a 
subsequent period for her cutaneous affection, produced the most 
violent diarrhoea, such as she never had experienced from the 
gest doses of a purgative medicine. 

The extreme nervous sensibility and the numerous nervous 
WFections so common among the ladies of this city, are certainly 

a creat measure to be ascribed to the often total neglect of 
nealthy exercise, to the daily use of coffee, and particularly to 
enervating use of green tea, and much less to the influence of 
imate than is often imagined. 

XV. Neuralgia. M. A., 36 vears of age, had the itch in his 
hildhood, but has generally enjoyed excellent health. Te has, 
nowever, been accustomed to partake of highly seasoned food, 
wine, coflee, &c., and of late has been engaged in literary labours, 
which were frequently prolonged by him during the whole night. 
His system of late has also shown great sensibility to the impres- 
sions of cold. 

The attack had existed already for some months before I was 
‘onsulted. It occurs chiefly at night suddenly, particularly when 
sposed to a draught of air; the pain, which is of a drawing 
kind, commences at the lower jaw where it passes to and fro up 
‘0 the infraorbitary foramen on the right side, shoots up to the ear 
and extends thence to the forehead of the same side; in the lower 
aw and forehead he feels the pain most violent; it is oftener 
produced by cold than warm drinks; the pain is of the most ex- 
ruciating kind, but passes off as suddenly as it appears, when it 
eaves him in a state of great prostration. Teeth quite sound, 

stiveness. 

Two remedies appeared to be chiefly indicated in this case; 
viz: Nux vomica and Phosphorus, Nux vom. 3'in water every 
‘ hours for several days, and afterwards twice a day, had the 
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effect of producing an entire cessation of the violent attacks. The 
pain became more constant but could now be endured.  Phag. 
phorus 24 & 6 exhibited afterwards for several weeks mornino 
and evening finished the cure. After each dose of Phosph. particy. 
larly the first doses a slight attack of the disease was experienced. 
S XVI. Dyspepsia. The following case is given in the patient’. 
own words (who is about 30 years of age, of light complexion, 
formerly a student of medicine and now a very estimable clergy. 
man) adressed in a letter to me, in Sept. of last vear. . 

“About 7 years ago, I lived on the banks of a river, and in th 
full took a severe intermittent fever. My disease was soon checked. 
but during my convalescence I was not careful in my diet and 
regimen and took a relapse. My first paroxysm was accom. 
panied with much gastric irritation. This Dr. H— seemed t 
think was produced or rather aggravated by a dose or Epson 
salts I had taken the day before. The vomiting which evinced 
gastric irritation was checked by the neutral mixture. [| soor, 


vot better. The Dr. told me, I must live for a while upon very 


light diet or | would have dyspepsia. I disregarded his advice 
—ate heartily of gross food, and immediately had a relapse o: 
my chills and fever. My stomach was so irritable as to preclude 


the use of Quinine, which I had tried, I took Fowlers solutio: 
with an occasional blue pill, &c., but without effect. After sur- 
fering considerably for several weeks having great depression 0! 
spirits and severe night sweats, my malady at length yielded t 
epidermical applications of Quinine. But my chills left me wit 
severe dyspepsia. Almost every thing disagreed with me I had 
pains in the bowe:s—mucous discharges—flatulence—low spirits 
&ec. Of these I was getting better, when I lost my brother 
Grief and loss of sleep during his illness aggravated my disease. 
Afterwards I suffered severely for about 3 vears. During this 
time I could eat no meat and lived for the most part on brea« 
and butter with a little weak coffee. Sometimes I was costiv 
but for the most part my stools were loose and mucous. [| trie 
various remedies and I rode much on horseback. This I found 
always increased the irritation of the alimentary canal. I was a! 
Bedford and Saratoga Springs and the sea shore. When ever} 
thing else disagreed with me, I could eat peaches ad libitum. 
They seemed always to do me good. For the last three years 
] have been pretty well. But there are certain things whic) 
always injure me. Violent exercise—especially riding a rovg" 
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horse, seems to irritate my stomach and produces afterwards de- 
pression of spirits. Reading and writing irritate my nervous 
system very much and are followed by sighing, lassitude and de- 
pression of spirits, &c. &c. I seldom eat meat—avoid the use 
of coffee and find that a vegetable and farinaceous diet agrees 
with me best. I live regularly in every way—avoiding every 
thing moral and physical that | have found injurious to me. | 
practice ablution daily with cold water from head to foot. I suffer 
no pain, and all I want is to be able to read, write and take ex- 
ercise as Other people. At this time owing to too much walking, 
to which I have not been accustomed for sometime, my stomach is 
somewhat irritable, this is evinced by distention, flatulence, &c.” 

The remedies which appeared in this case to be indicated were 
Nux vom. and Calcarea carbonica. Both expressed his charac- 
teristic symptoms most perfectly. Nux vom., however, which 
was given in different dilutions for some weeks appeared to make 
no particular impression. But the Tinct. Calcar. carbon., of which 
one or several drops were taken daily or every other day by 
him had such a happy effect, that after continuing the medicine 
for two months, he considered himself almost cured. He could 
now write, read and take exercise without producing any gastric 
irritation or other unpleasant symptoms. ‘The Calcarea carbon,,. 
however, during its primary operation had at first several] times 
increased his symptoms, and brought on some new ones, as for 
instance, a toothache on the right side of the upperjaw, with 
slight swelling and soreness of the gums and slight fulnc:s of 
the head. These soon disappeared. He now feeling so well, I 
advised him to discontinue the medicine for some time. After 
having omitted taking Calcarea for 8 days he was attacked 
without any perceptible cause with a slight fever intermitting 
at night with hardly any chills, heat without thirst and after- 
wards very slight perspiration in the morning, besides had aching 
of the bones, diminished urinary secretion and felt generally very 
weak during the day. 

Remembering the observation of Hahneman, that in the course 
of Homeeopathic treatment, old complaints to which patients 
have been previously subject sometimes return and considering 
the fever as critical, or the precursor of a new attack of his 
disease, I did nothing for it. After having had it for nine days 
he took one evening against my advise a glass of warm lemonade, 


bathed his feet in warm water and went to bed to perspire. He 
17 
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perspired freely and the fever left him, but decided symptoms of 
violent gastric irritation began to devellop themselves the succes. 
ding morning; his mouth and fauces, to the stomach feels sore, s, 
that he could swallow only liquids, the inside of the lip very sore, 
no side of fauces slightly inflamed, there is a constant running 
of saliva from his mouth. Great prostration of strength. 

The patient feeling now somewhat alarmed called i in, on the 
earnest solicitation of his friends, Allopathic aid, by which afte, 
long and tedious treatment he was left in a state of great debility, 
Some time afterwards, however, I saw him much improved ia 
health, and 1 have no doubt, that the fever, which 7 years ago, 
had been suppressed by injudicious treatment was here critical 
and formed the termination of his disease. There is at leas: 
some probability that he will remain free from it, unless the debili. 
tating Allawopathic treatment has again laid the germ for new 
diseases. 

XVII. Herpes squamosa. Mrs— of fair complexion had fur 
several years suflered from dyspepsia, which yielded to All«o- 
pathic treatment. One of the remedies prescribed was the shower- 
bath, which produced an herpetic eruption on the vertex and 
forehead and other parts of the body. She had taken severa! 
remedies for this eruption and had also used low diet for many 
months, which diminished it considerably, but as soon as she 
relinquished the treatment and returned to her accustomed manner 
of living, it always returned. 

On my first visit to her I noted down the following symptoms: 
A very bright red and scurfy eruption on the upper part of the 
head, on the right side a red ring one inch wide; the cuticle 
has the same appearance in different other parts of the body, 
from which a scurf is detached occassionally ; at the same time. 
she complains of fulness in the stomach after dinner, tunica eon- 
junctiva slightly inflamed, bitter taste in the mouth, sour eructa- 
tions; feels best in the morning and. evening, and worst in tlic 
middle of the day, all other functions are regularly performed. 

Graphites and afterwards Sepia, taken for several weeks pro- 
duced no decided change in the tetter, as was also the case wit! 
Clematis erecta, except that it diminished its peculiar redness. 

In consideration of the previously existing and still occassion- 
ally prevailing dyspepsia, the sour eructations, &c., and part: 
cularly the peculiar scaly bright red aspect of the herpes, &«. 
so characteristic of the cutaneous affections produced by Mag- 
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nesia carbonica I prescribed this latter remedy on Nov. Ist, 1838, 
at first the Tinct. and afterwards gr. 5 mourning and evening (of 
the original preparation triturated for several hours) gradually 
increasing the dose to 10 gr. (a great number of cutaneous dis- 
seases coming accidentally under my care, I soon discovered 
that, although several were cured by very small doses, yet for 
the safe and speedy cure of the majority, larges doses were 
required, and that in fact a somewhat constant impression had 
to be kept up by larger doses of Homceopathic specific medicines 
in order to displace these diseases and effect their radical cure, 
an experience, which I believe corresponds with that of other 
Homeeopathic practitioners. During the operation of this medi- 
cine, the eruption which was previously confined to the top of the 
head, brought it out over the whole of the hairy scalp parti- 
cularly behind the ears, and in fact more or less all over the body, 
and caused intolerable itching. The bright redness soon gave 
place to one of a paler colour and the svales fell off in great 
abundance. By continuing the medicine until January the erup- 
tion finally entirely disappeared. The dyspeptic symptoms had 
also left her, and her whole external appearance gave evidence 
of a greatly improved state of health. 

XVIII. Miss— is afflicted with eczema solare every summer 
by exposure to the sun. This affection is characterized by 
numerous red pimples oa the forehead but particularly on the 
cheeks, and around the mouth, with itching. ‘The whole face is 
at times so red, that she is induced to shun society. Acid. 
muriaticum 18. gtt. 1 every other day given from Jun. 25. ‘38 to 
Jul. 9th and from that period to Sept. 1838. Acid. mur. 6 removed 


it completely. * 
XIX. A young man, 17 years of age, has been subject for 


three years every summer to a dark eruption of the cuticle, which 
shows itself for the most part over the region of the stomach and 
abdomen, producing a discoloration of the cuticle, with many 
points in it of a deeper hue. It is always accompanied by very 
severe itching, particularly troublesome during the greatest heat 
in summer. The parts affected perspire much and the external 
cuticle peels off after some time, particularly after taking a bath 
when, it may be seen swimming on the water. The same 
process takes place on the back and the arms. If the 
eruption is repelled from the skin (which occurs occassionally 
when the weather suddenly becomes colder) he feels a gnawing 
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and creeping pain in that part. This affection was perfect}, 
cured by the Tinct. Sulphur. several drops of which were take, 
daily from Jun. 3. to Aug. 1th—Several cutaneous affections jy 
external appearance similar to the above, have been entirely 
removed by repeated doses of Sulphur and Psor. 

XX. <A dblennorrhoea ventriculi et intestinorum, in the person 
of an assistant in a drug store of a very relaxed fibre and blen. 
norrhoeic constitution was cured by Ratanhia 18 gtt. 1 every 3 
days taken for several months. 

Characteristic symptoms: coustant slimy taste in the mouth 
particularly in the morning, feeling of soreness in the stomach on 
pressure, and swelling of the same, want of appetite, feeling as if 
a belt compressed the stomach, discharges of mucus of a yellow. 
ish white colour occassionally tinged with blood, flatulency, ema- 
ciation, &c. &c. 

XXI. Hydrocephalus chronicus. <A boy, 5 years of age, with 
a large head and scrophulous habit, about a year ago, was affected 
with the measles, which were cured by Pulsatilla, after which he 
had an attack of Hydrocephalus, which was soon removed by a 
few doses of Belladonna. During several months of last summer 
he laboured under a very violent attack of the whooping cough, 
and before this was entirely removed by Drosera and Nux vom. 
his hydrocephalic symptoms returned in a much more violent 
degree, with the following symptoms; the attack was ushered in 
with a kind of remitting fever, a chilliness generally commenced 
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, followed by heat and perspiration 
on the head, whilst the feet and arms remained dry ; the patient 
lay with his hand on the back of the head in bed, with his eyes 
half opened, suddenly screaming out in his slumber, his face is 
pale and anxious and he frequently picks his nose, complains ot 
violent pain in the back of the head, painful to the touch, with 
great heat in it, dilatation of the pupils, tenderness of the abdomen, 
costiveness, he walks with great difficulty and feels pain in the 
kneejoint and feet, pulse very irregular; in the morning there is 
a remission; he is also still troubled with a dry spasmodic cough, 
brought on by the least exercise, and at night, with tickling in the 
throat, &c. 

Whoever has witnessed similar cases will admit with me, ta! 
the patient was in a most criticai condition, and that relief mus' 
forthwith be obtained, if a favourable issue of the case were 


possible. 
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Belladonna and Helleborus niger in different dilutions were 
employed without the slightest beneficial effect. 

Considering that the patient still laboured under hooping cough 
and the specific effect of Arnica in this disease as well as effusious 
of serum and other extravasations, gtt. 6 of the Tinct. arnic. were 
mixed on the 11. of Decemb. in half a tumbler full of water, and 
a spoonfull of the mixture was given to him every 4 hours. 

In 8 hours from the commencement of this treatment, symp- 
toms of decided improvement were already displayed; all his 
svmptoms became less violent, an eruption appeared on the top 
of the nose and large quantities of ichorous matter were ejected 
from both nostrils: on the index finger of the left hand there 
appeared also a panaritium. The Tinct. Arnicae was continued 
in the same dose, 

Dec. 13. postules filled with matter appeared on the helix and 
antihelix of the left ear, and red pimples broke out on the lower 
jaw, matter continues to flow from the nose at intervals. Inter- 
posing now a dose of Sulphur 1. gr. 1, the discharge of matter 
from the left nostril increased considerably. 

Dec. 15th. Some unfavourable symptoms appeared to day. 

The patient received now T. Arnicae gtt. 16 in half a tumbler of 
water every six hours a spoonfull till Jan. 7th when all his 
hydrocephalic symptoms had gradually disappeared. The pos- 
tules had become confluent and fallen off in one large scab. 

On the 18th of Jan. 1839 he was again affected with a spas- 
modic cough, excited by the least exercise, rattling in the throat 
on breathing, a slight pain in the head, for which he received 
a few doses of Nux vom. 3 and afterwards Arsenic 4. in half a 
tumbler of water, a spoonfull every 6 hours, for 8 days. This 
medicine restored him to perfect health. As a precantionary 
measure Arsen. 4. in water one spoonfull daily, was yet continued 
yr a month and no relapse has yet taken place now 4 months. 
The boy has in fact enjoyed unusually good health. Whether he 
wi!l remain finally free from renewed attacks, considering the 
nature of such diseases and the hereditary predisposition to it, is 
extremely doubtful. To remove this predisposition it would be 
requisite to continue the treatment for years, and yet few parents 


can be persuaded of its necessity. 
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XTRACT FROM DR. STEPHEN SIMPSON’S PRACTICAI, 
VIEW OF HOMCZOPATHY, ETC. 


(Continued from page 103.) 


INFLAMMATIONS IN THE CHEST. 


FOURTH CASE.* 


Philipp Jud, surveyor in the mines of Konisberg, three miles from Giessen 
aged thirty two, was taken ill in the night of the 2d of September, 183», 
having caught cold in the mine which he descended in a state of grea 
perspiration: he did not, however, send for medical advice till the 25th o; 
the same month, The symptoms were violent shiverings, lasting for upwards 
of two hours, then burning heat with pulsating pain in the forehead, lancinat- 
ing pain in the left side of the chest, greatly increased by deep inspiratiny 
and by caughing, which for the last twenty-four hours had been accompanied 
by the expectoration of bloody mucus; he had also great thirst, constipation, 
passed but a small! quantity of dark red urine with a sensation of scalding, 
and complained of sleeplessness and great weariness. His usually pale face 
was burning red. He was ordered two doses of aconite 30, the one to be 
taken immediately, the other the following morning, should no improvement 
previously take place. Dr. Rau was called to him next morning at 6 o'clock. 
It appeared that the previous day after the messenger had been dispatche’ 
for the medicine, the patient had grown worse and worse ; that the lancinating 
pains had gradually fixed themselves in the region of the heart, the breathing 
become more difficult, the cough more distressing, the thirst now burning, 
and an indescribable anxiety rendered it impossible for the patient to remain 
more than a few minutes in the same position. He had taken the first powder 
at 4 o’clock, but without relief, and in an hour after had a tainting-fit, which 
before the arrival of Dr. Rau had recurred four times, once with retching, 
but each time it began with nausea. His countenance was now cadaverous|y 
pale, the forehead covered with large drops of prespiration, the eyes dull and 
heavy, the mouth open, the lips blue and parched, the tongue apparently clean, 
of a purple colour and dry. His features bore the expression of great pain 
and mental anxiety; to relief his sufferings he often endeavoured to raix 
himself, but sank immediately back again. ‘The breathing was extremely 
short and quick, the pulse thready and tremulous, often disappearing unde 
the finger, and the application of the hand upon the region of the anxiously 
convulsed and trembling heart, appeared to afford him much relief. He 
endeavoured to overcome the irritation which was continually urging him to 
cough, and in the attempt had another fainting fit with great coldness of the 
surface. His mind also wandered, and he spoke incomprehensibly now of lus 
employers and of the mine, now of his domestic affairs and approaching death; 
he then apparently slept for a couple of minutes and awoke suddenly, 25 " 
struck with an electrical shock. In this state his medical attendant introduceé 
two globules of arsenic 30 between his lips, and left a second dose to be give? 
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in the evening should it be necessary. From this moment the state of the 
patient improved: he had no retnrn of syncope, and the anxiety towards 
evening had altogether disappeared, and in the night he had several hours of 
refreshing sleep; at times he coughed with considerable force and expectorat- 
ed some yellowish mucus. ‘Towards daybreak, a warm, general perspiration 
manifested itself, during which he slept for two hours. Upon awaking he 
complaining only of pain in the chest upon deep inspiration and coughing, 
and of great weakness; he had altogether recovered his consciousness. The 
second dose of arsenic was given him upon awaking, contrary to the directions 
of his medical attendant. During the following night the patient again slept 
tranquilly and perspired freely, and the symptoms in the chest had further 
diminished in the morning. He now took a dose of bryonia and was able in 
two days to leave his bed. 


FIFTH CASE.* 


The infant son of Jacob Diehls, of Vetzberg, near Giessen, fell ill on the 
14th of August, 1833, (having already been suffering for a couple of days 
from slight catarrhal symptoms) with violent fever, loud barking cough, 
hoarseness and wheezing respiration. The following day, the father reported 
to Dr. Rau, that the child had passed the whole of the preceding night in 
anxious disquiet with great heat in the skin, and would no longer take the 
breast, but took milk from a spoon with avidity. The cough had become 
constantly hoarser and more barking. Three doses of aconite 30, one every 
two hours, and after the third dose, 2 glubules of spongia tosta were ordered. 
On the 16th, at six in the morning, the child was reported to be no better, 
and that the difficulty of breathing had increased: the spongia tosta was 
ordered to be repeated, and in the evening Dr. Rau visited the child himself. 
It lay in a violent fever, its face covered with a chilly sweat; the carotids 
were beating strongly and quickly, the breathing was croupy and wheezing, 
and so difficult that suffocation appeared imminent, particularly during the 
frequently returning fits of coughing which were sometimes attended by 
retching, but by no actual vomiting ; the anxiety and disquiet were indescrib- 
able, and it was impossible for any one who had ever seen croup in its state 
of full developement, not to recognise it at once. There were now ordered 
aconite and spongia tosta alternately every two hours. On the 17th, the 
father announced that the child had again taken the breast, coughed some- 
what seldomer, but breathed with as much difficulty as before. The medicines 
were ordered to be continued. In the morning of the 18th, quite early, the 
father reported to Dr. Rau, that the cough in the night had assumed a totally 
different tone, that the breathing had no longer the same anxiously wheezing 
sound, but was attended by a sort of rattling as if much tsucus was in the 
throat. The heat too had considerably diminished, and the child had become 
pale and appeared weak. The acme of the inflammatory stage seemed to 
have been passed, and the danger now consisted in the probability of a 
paralysis of the respiratory organs. ‘To meet this, therefore, a dose of tartarus 
etibiatus 6, every five hours was ordered. The convalescence now proceeded 
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rapidly, and on the following night the child twice threw up by Vomiting 
much tenacious mucus. Some cough remaining with a tendency to retching, 
much resembling hooping cough, induced Dr. Rau two days after to exhjbj: 
a dose of drosera, with which the treatment was closed; the child having 





perfectly recovered. 


SIXTH CASE. 


M. N***, a young gentleman, about six years of age, residing in London, 
was attacked in June last by a slight catarrhal symptoms, which readily 
gave way to the exhibition of two or three doses of chamomile. After the 
cough had altogether subsided, however, there remained a peculiar tone or 
flatness of the voice which induced me to believe that some mischie* was 
going on in the windpipe, though at the time no other symptoms could be 
detected. I, thercfore, directed the friends to let me know immediately 
should a return of the cough take place. In the afternoon of the same day, 
I received a note stating, that since dinner the little patient had been attached 
by severe fever, and a particularly harsh and distressing cough: he also 
complained of pain about the windpipe. Having sent a dose of aconite 6, 
I determined to visit the child myself in the evening; but, before I could 
reach the house about 9 o’clock, another messenger had been dispatched to 
say tat the child was much worse and was threatened with stffocation : the 
nurse too had immediately recognized the disease as the croup, having some 
time previously attended a ch.ld labouring under that affection: and indeed, 
the character of the disease could not be mistaken, even without entering 
the room, by any one who had once heard a croupy cough. Since 7 o'clock, 
the little patient had had several fits of coughing with great straining and 
occassional retching; he was now laying ia the most anxious disquiet, ina 
burning fever with a dry skin, an extremely frequent and quick pulse, a 
hurried and wheezing respiration with clangous tone and occasional fits of 
a shrill and suffocative cough, which prevented all repose; the voice too was 
scarcely audible and there was tenderness of the larynx upon pressure. 

From the preceding catarrhal symptoms, the tenderness of tue larynx, 
and the intensity of the fever, there could be no doubt or the inflemmatory 
character of the disease, and hence the importance of arresting the inflam- 
mation before exudation should take place over the lining membrane of the 
windpipe. For this purpose aconite and spongia are the best known specifics 
The: first dose of aconite having been given about an hour prev-ously, 4 
second was now exhibited, snd arrangements made to repeat it alternately 
with spongia 3, every hour till the symptoms should subside. About 12 
o'clock, it was evident that a considerable amelioration hae taken place, 4 
the skin was covered with a profuse perspiration and the cough and difficulty 
of breathing were less severe, so that though still restless, the little patient 
was able to get some sleep at intervals. The medicines were now ordered 
to be given every two hours. In this way the improvement proceeded very 
gradually till 7 o'clock in the morning, when the child fell into a sound 
sleep, and awoke about 10 o'clock perfectly free from fever with a soft and 
moist skin; the cough too had become quite loose and entirely lost its croupy 
tone, and the voice was nearly natural, though still a little hoarse. As the 
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bowels were much constipated, a dose of nux vom. 12, was given at night 
with the desired effect, and suusequently a dose or two of drosera 3, to re- 
move the slight remaining hoarseness and cough, with which the treatment 
was concluded and the health of the patient rapidly restored. 


INFLAMMATIONS IN THE ABDOMEN. 
SEVENTH CASE.* 


M. N***, a young French lady, about fourteen years of age. residing with 
her parents at. Baden, was attacked in the month of September of the year 
1832, after exposure to cold, having been previously much heated, with all 
the symptoms of acute inflammation of the intestines, for which Dr. Kramer, 
physician of the baths, proceeded to treat her according to the usual method. 
In spite, however, of all allopathic remedies, such as leeches (87 cf which 
were applied within the first six days), warm fomentations, linseed, sedative 
poultices, sedative liniments, emollient and aperient injections, hip-baths, 
emulsions and calome:, latterly combined with opium, not only did no im- 
provement take place, but the intensity of the symptoms seemed to increase 
every hour, co that on the seventh cay the patient appeared in imminent 
danger. 

At this critical moment, Dr. Siegel of Bruchsal, an experienced phvsician 
of fifty years standing in the old school, but who for the last two years had 
adopted the new method, arrived at Baden. Upon Dr. Kramer relating to 
him the extremely dangerous state of his patient, Dr. Siegel suggested that 
possibly Hommopathic remedies might still effect a cure, though from the 
disease having reached the seventh day without any appearance of a crisis, 
from its extreme severity, and from the great loss of blood and the profuse 
use of calomel, he much doubted it. Notwithstanding that Dr. Kramer had 
always been a great opponent ef Homeopathy, still as he had lost all hopes of 
restoring his patient by the usual means, he thought it but right to give the 
new method a trial. He hastened, therefore, immediately to give the patient 
3 g'obules of the 24 dilution of aconite, which dose was ordered to be repeated 
every three hours during the night. To the astonishment of Dr. Kramer and 
of the parents, the patient the following morning, the eighth day of the 
disease, was much better, having for the first time during her illness slept at 
intervals in the night; the retching which never failed to follow upon taking 
the blandest fluid had now ceased, the constant pain in the bowels had almost 
disappeared, though upon pressure there was still some tenderness, the dis- 
tention and hardness of the abdemen had also greatly diminished, and the 
fever had nearly subsided: and all this too had taken place without any 
material crisis either by perspiration or urine. During the day, the patient 
took a few more doses of aconite, and the following morning seemed to be 
altogether freed from her dangerous disease. 

Though much astonished at the result of this first experiment with the 
new method, Dr. Kramer, already a forty-years-practitioner of the old school, 
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was by no means satisfied that the recovery was to be attributed to the action 
of the minute doses of aconite; as it was possible that it might be the resy); 
of the after-effects of the leeches, calomel and other antiphlogistic remedies. 
still the absence of anv material crisis seemed to oppose this view of the cure. 
He had soon, however, an opportunity of satisfying himself on this head, 

The reconvalescence of the young lady was very slow, the debility being 
very great, and it was only after three weeks had elapsed that she was so fy; 
recovered as to walk without assistance. About this time, in the fourth wee; 
of her convalescence, she was incautiously exposed to a current of cold air, 
and was im nediately attacked by the same disease as before. Constant acute 
pain in the umbilical rogion, which was increased by the slightest pressure, 
frequent and painful eructation, repeated vomiting of a greenish yellow 
matter, constipation of the bowels, a small, quick and hard pulse, great heat of 
the surface, much thirst, greal anxiety and constant restlessness; such, besides, 
many others, were the essential symptoms which left no doubt that an in. 
flammation of the bowels was again present. As not only the friends but 
also the patient, seemed to place their every hope in the Homeopathic 
method, and entreated Dr. Kramer again to try it, he consented, though not 
without fears for the result, and immediately exhibited to the patient 3 glob, 
of aconite 24. Scarcely half an hour e‘apsed, before the patient fell into 
a quiet sleep, which lasted for upward of three hours. Upon awaking she 
felt herself refreshed, complained no more of any of the announced symptoms 
and wanted to get up, which was not; however, allowed till the following 
day. She had no further relapse.* 


EIGHTH CASE. 


Madame Brennemann, residing at a farm near Vetzberg not far from 
Giessen, was put to bed on the 10th of February 1834, had a good time of it, 
and found herself particularly well till the 16th of the month, when she was 
attacked with severe shivering, followed by great heat, headache, and acute 
pain in the right side with short cough. She did not send for Dr. Rau till 
the 18th, who then found that the secretion of milk had almost entirely 
ceased, and the lochia had stopped: the symptoms seeming to threaten a 
pleurisy. She took a dose ef aconite immediately, another in the evening, 
and on the 19th a dose of bryonia. The fever disappeared, the lochia returned, 
and the breasts filled with milk; but the pain in the side continued; this, 
however, also gave way upon the exhibition of a dose of arnica 6. On the 
24th, she received a few friends and in entertaining them, incautiously 
exerted herself. and went about from one room to another. In the night she 
was attacked by severe fever, with violzat and burning pain in the abdomen, 
which became much swollen. Dr. Rau was again called and found all the 
symptdéins of a peritonitis. The breast were empty of milk, the lochia sup- 
pressed, and the secretion of urine very scanty. The distention of the ab- 
domen with constipation occasioned great distress. A dose of aconite was 


* This case was the means of entirely changing Dr. Kramer’s views in regard t 
the worth of Homeopathy, which he has since praetised with increasing confidence 
and success, but with lower dilutions. 


t Ueber den Werth des homdop. Heilverfahrens. 
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given every five hours, and the following morning a dose of bryonia, which 
acted so speedily that on the 27th all the secretions had again become regular. 
The intumescence of the abdomen had disappeared, and with the exception 
ofa dose of pulsatilla which was given to alleviate the plaintive state of the 
mind, no further medicine was requisite. 








NINTH CASE.* 


Mme. W***, a woman of weakly constitution, had suffered for some years 
from inguinal hernia of the right side. When first she noticed it, she was 
attacked by pain in the abdomen, constipation, nausea and at length vomiting 
of fecal matter. All medicine administered by the mouth was instantly re- 
jected, so that many things were tried, particularly tobacco injections, with- 
out.any beneficial effect. At length at the expiration of seven days, copious 
dejections took place and the disease gave way, leaving behind it great 
debility. On the 22d of December 1834, a descent of the intestine again 
took place, and Dr. Arnold of Lleidelberg, now professor of the University 
of Zurich, was sent for in great haste. He found Mme. W*** in bed, suffering 
from acute pain in the abdomen. Forsome days previously she had felt some 
pain and traction in the right thigh, which had been followed by acute pain 
in the bowels; this had gradually increased for some hours past, and was now 
accompanied with sickness at the stomach, though no vomiting had as yet 
taken place. There had been no movement of the bowels for the last thirty 
hours, neither had she been able to pass any urine for a long time, theugh 
there was a constant tenesmus of the bladder. The abdomen was much 
distended and painful on pressure. As yet, however, there was little fever; 
though the patient complained of dryness of the mouth and great thirst, and 
frequently asked to drink. 

Some careful attempts were first made to reduce the hernia, but in vain; 
and, as they caused much pain from the great sensibility of the parts, they 
were soon desisted from. Under these circumstances at 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon Nux vomica 5-30 was given, upon which the pain soon abated and 
the hernial tumour become softer. The pain and distension of the tumour 
now returned every fifteen or twenty minutes though in a less degree; but 
at length, after a second dose which was given at 4 o'clock, the pain altogether 
subsided and the tumour disappeared. ‘Towards evening, the patient was 
again cheerful and happy at having so soon overcome the danger; the next 
morning, she had a copious and rather fiuid evacuation; and at midday, Dr. 
Arnold found her again occupied with her domestic affairs. 


INFLAMMATIONS OF EXTERNAL PARTS. 


TENTI CASE.T 


Madame H***, fifty years of age, of a sanguinocholeric temperament, had 
been subject for some years past to an annual attack of erysipelas of the face, 
and had already for four days been suffering from a return of the disease, 
when Dr. Seguin of Heidelberg was called too see her. The face was of a 
purple red colour, and so swollen that the eyes could not be opened: the 


* Hygea, Band II, p. 171. + Hygea. Band I. p. 86. 
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swelling extended also to the parts of the head covered with hair, and to the 
mucous membrane of the mouth and fauces, so that deglutition and respira. 
tion were rendered difficult. Upon the face were vesicles of various sizes 
The patient also complained of headache, pain in the bowels which wer 
constipated, want of appetite, bitter taste in the mouth and nausea; at time. 
too there was vomiting of mucus. From the commencement of the dise ase, 
she had had no sleep; there was a constant febrile heat with great thives 
during the day, and she had a shivering fit in the evening. 

As the patient complained much of the suffering she had endured from the 
active vomiting and purging to which she been subjected in her former 
illnesses, Dr. Seguin ordered 1-6 of a grain of the extract of belladonna to be 
rubbed down with sugar, of which she took a fourth part dissolved in a little 
water immediately; at the same time an injection of honey, salt and water 
was administered. The patient soon after fell into a refreshing sleep, and in 
two hours awoke much better. Feeling the good effects of the belladonna, 
she took the other 3-4 of the 1-6 ofa grain of the extract, and in six hours after 
Dr. Seguin found her greatly improved. The swelling of the face was 
diminished, the taste in the mouth more natural, the bowels had been opened 
with relief of the abdominal pains, and the patient took some bread soup with 
tolerable appetite. The convalescence proceeded so rapidly that on the fourth 
day there was scarcely any appearance of swelling. Without the knowledze 


of her physician she took the other 5-6 of the grain of the medicine, which 
had been kept in readiness. For the four years following this attack there 


was no relapse. 





ELEVENTH CASE.* 






Sch****, a linen weaver, of weakly constitution and still further reduced by poor 
living, was altogether incapacitated from working by a rheumatic attack, for which 
he consulted Dr. Hartmann, who found him suffering from a violently acute pain 
alternately affecting the knees, the arms, the head, the shoulders, the neck, and the 
fect, which prevented all movement of the parts, After the pain had continued fur 
some time, the parts affected began to swell and grow hot; upon which the pain 
gradually subsided, only, however, to attack another part. During these attacks 
the rest of the body was affected by constant chillness. ‘The pulse was hard, small, 
and concentrated ; the tongue white and slimy; there was no thirst and the appetit 
was trifling; the intestinal and urinary secretions were natural Jn the early part 
of the night sleep was impossible, as there was always an exacerbation in the evening, 
followed towards three in the morning by a remission, which then allowed him to 
get a little repose. His countenance was pallid; and his mind composed. 

The peculiar migrating character cf the pains, seemed here to indicate pulsatilla, 
of which a dose of the 12th dilution was immediately exhibited, The next day the 
patient reported, that towards evening there had been an exacerbation of the pains, 
but not near so much ae the previous night, neither had they continued so long; 
sinee, so early as eleven o’cluck he had fallen into a compused sleep, which has 
lasted till six the fullowing morning. The pains in the affected parts, had not, 
however, altogether disappeared, though they were greatly diminished and allowe¢ 
him to leave his bed. They now abated almost hourly, and in the course of tree 
days he was again able to resume his work without the further aid of medicine. 


* Archiv fir die homéop Heilkunst. Band V. 














205 


MISCELLANEOUS CASES. 
TWELFTH CASE.* 
Dropsy. 


Adam Kilbert, of Lauterbach, a poor, dwarfish, hump-backed linea-weaver. 
forty years of age, was attacked in the evening without any known cause 
y severe shivering, followed by burning heat, headache, pain in the ex- 
tremities, oppression at the chest, dry cough and an insatiable thirst. Dr. 
Rau saw him thirty-six hours after, and found not only his face but his vhole 
body enormously swollen so that pressure with the finger left an impression 
inthe part. ‘The patient had also obtuse headache, dull eyes, white-furred 
tongue, and much saliva. The thirst had totally ceased, he complained, how- 
ever, of want of appetite, oppression at the pit of the stomach, frequent ¢rip- 
ing pain about the navel, which was followed invariably by an evacuation ot 
velatinized mucus; he had also frequent but mostly ineffectual calls to make 


water: he was extremely weak, had alternately horripilations and acute 
pains in his extremities, with coldness of the whole body. He found it di‘t- 
cult to answer the questions put to him, for he could not fix his attention 
well on one subject; he was also very much alarmed, and his pulse weak 
and slow. <A single dose of a drop of the strong tincture of helleborus riger 
cured him perfectly in three days. 


THIRTEENT! CASE.T 
Dropsy. 


The day labourer Maller, a man about fifty years of age and a great love: 
of brandy, but of a robust constitution and from his activity in going messages 
ften employed when dispatch was requisite, suffered in the year 1834 for 
several weeks from a catarrhal afiection with cough and swelling in the feet: 
he sourht no advice, however, till he was reduced to the last extremity. Dr. 
Rau found him sitting in his arm chair; for owing to the difiiculty of breath- 
ing he was unable to lie down: he looked cadavcrously pale; hie lips wer: 
blue, his limbs ice-cold, his body distended to the very pit of the stomach, as 
hard as a stone, and the limbs greatly swollen. Tlie mucous expectoratio: 
had ceased for eight days past and the nostrils were dry. He had a frequent. 
short, convulsive cough ; the bowels were constipated and the urinary secre- 
tion suspended. For some days past he had taken no pleasure in his usual! 
lavorite beverage, brandy. 

He took immediately a dose of arsenic 30, and on the following day the 
secretion of urine has increased with evident diminution of all his sufferings. 
In three days he was able to lie down and to breathe freely. A few days 
later, the improvement not advancing, he took another dose of arsenic, the 
effects of which were astonishing, for in eight days he was able again to go 
about the town and pursue his former avocations; and he is now in perfect 
health. 


* Ueber den Werth des homdéop. Heilverfahrens. 


t Ueber den Werth des homdop. Heilverfahrens, 
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FOURTEENTH CASE.’ 
Dropsy. 


Philip Bonanns, of Grossenbeck, fifty-three years of age, was workine as 


daily labourer in the summer of 1533 in Wetterau, and usually slept in o: 
houses upon hay; in consequence of which he caught several severe cold. 
and at length became so ill as to be obliged to return home. When J) 
Rau saw him on the 3lst of September, his feet and legs had already be 


swollen for upwards of three weeks. For the last eight days the swelliy 


seemed ready to burst: in the abdomen also there was evident fluctuatio; 
His principal complaints were anxiety, palpitation, difficulty of breathing 
oppression in the region of the stomach and liver, with want of appetite an 


some thirst, constipated bowels, diminished secretion of higis coloured urin 
with a burning sensation in passing it, unquiet sleep disturbed by dream 
evening fever with heat of the face and coldness of the extremities, dryn 
of the skin with a sensation of itching and creeping in the swollen par 
As the disturbed function of the skin seemed to be the first thing to 
attended to, the patiegt took a dose of sulphur 30; and first on the 19th, ; 
the urine had begun to flow more copiously and tlie swelling of the genita! 
had altogether disappeared, the edema of the legs alternately rising «: 
falling, he took four globules impregnated with the pure juice of the sam! 
cus. In twenty-four hours the skin became moist, and the urine flow 
copiously: at the end of the next twenty-four hours the improvement ag 
standing still, the last remedy was repeated every other evening up to t! 
Oth of October, when the swelling had altogether disappeared. The patie: 
however, thought that he still perceived in the evening a trifling swell: 
about the ankles, and complained much of weakness for which he rece: 

a cose of china 12. On the 14th, he complained of some distension a: 
pressure in the region of the liver, and had an itchy eruption on the leg 
very similar to psoriasis; these symptums, as also the pale yellow tinge 
the countenance, seemed to call for a dose of calcarea, which he took, an! 
fourteen days after, all morbid symptoms had disappeared. 


FIFTEENTH CASE.T 


Diarrhea. 


A man, about forty years of age, previously healthy, was attacked in ti 
night (in the autumn of 1833) with acute griping pain in the bowels, an 
frequent diarrhea, which continued the whole day. In the evening |): 
Griesselich, of Carlsruhe, was called to him and found him lying in bed in 4 
state of great prostration; he sighed while speaking and complained 
alternations of heat and chilliness; the evacuations of the bowels were pre- 
ceded by griping pains; they were very frequent, and took place in a streai 
with great vehemence being quite watery ; at the same time there was gres! 


* Ueber den Werth des homéop. Heilverfahrens. 
+ Hygea, Band IIT, p. 2-15. 
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-ymbling in the bowels, with nausea and intolerable thirst. The countenance 
vas much troubled; the pulse frequent and small, the skin (though the 
vatient at the time complained of chilliness) was warm; the appetite was 
null and the tongue white. Had cholera been in the neighbourhood, it right 
ave been considered as a sample of the disease, such was the depression of 
‘the patient and the enormous quantity of the secretion evacuated. 

Dr. Griesselich immediately ordered half a grain of arsenic to be rubbed 
1.» with two drachms of milk sugar and divided into fifteen parts, of which 
the patient was ordered to take one every hour, till the diarrhaa abated. 
A small portion of thin almond milk was allowed for drink. After the first 
dose of arsenic the patient had only six motions more: he then, about mid- 
ight, fell into a composed sleep and had no return of the diarrhwa. The 
next morning Dr. Griesselich found him in every way better, though still 
weak; the skin was moist and the thirst much diminished. By way of pre- 
caution a few doses more of the medicine were ordered to be taken at long 
intervals, and then, as no relapse took place, it was discontinued. The re- 
overy was prompt; though the weakness and want of appetite required a 
few doses of the one-sixth of a grain of the powder of nux vomica, which fully 
restored the patient to health. 





A CASE OF ASTHMA THYMICUM KOPI, 
OR 
LARYNGISMUS STRIDULUS ANGLORUM, CROWING OR 
CROUP-LIKE INSPIRATION. 


BY DR. G. LINGEN. 


Dr. Kopp and other German pathologists have named this 
\isease according to what they considered to be the pathological 
omentum, viz: enlargement of the thymus gland, Asthma thy- 
micum ;* English practitioners, however, as also the Germans 
Caspari and Pagenstecker, supposing that the hypertrophic state 
of the thymus is likely to be the effect and not the cause of this 
disease, contented themselves with assigning merely a sympto- 
matic name for it, viz: Laryngismus stridulus, crowing or croup- 
ke inspiration of children. But since Kopp and those practi- 
tioners who assisted him with their observations,t have vindicated 
‘he name of Asthma thymicum at least for those cases, which 
fell under their observation, and since other practitioners, equally 
creditable, have met with a disease resembling the one described 


* Dr. J. F. Kopp’s Denkwardigkciten in der arztlichen Praxis. I. B p. 22. 
> Dr's, Rullmann, Tritschler, Velsen and Ulrich. 
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by Kopp, without having found any anomalies of the thymus 
what ever; it is evident, that Kopp’s Thymic Asthma and tie 
laryngismus stridulus Anglorum are diseases, apparently simila; 
in their symptoms, but different as to their exciting causes. Wp 
say apparently similar, for it remains questionable whether the 
symptomatology of either of these diseases 1s completely known, 
so that, through further observations, a diognosis may yet be 
pointed out. ‘The substance of all data recorded in reference to 
these two diseases, seems to justify the conclusion, that the thy- 
mic asthma is invariably connected with a scrophulous diathesis, 
whilst many cases which have been classed under the head o; 
Laryngismus strid. have been of an idiopathic spasmodic nature, 
falling under the denomination of Millar’s Asthma. Reyland: 
roes even so far, as to consider the latter and Laryngismus as 
identical, which, however, is so totally at variance with the 
views of many of the most experienced pathologists, that it deserves 
no further notice. The same author is also inclined to ascribe, 
with Dr. Ley, this disease principally to enlarged bronchial and 
cervical glands and thinks it “more than possible, that such en- 
largements were overlooked (by the German practitioners) at the 
inspection of the bodies, since so striking a lesion as hypertrophy 
of the thymus would probably prevent a further search”’ after the 
cause of the symptoms, which preceded death. 

In this supposition, however, Mr. Reyland seems to be mis- 
taken, for Kopp has not failed to mention the state of the trachea 
and lungs and Dr. Ulrich even carefully reports, that he found 
one bronchial gland in a state of suppuration,f so that there is no 
reason to suspect these practitioners would have overlooked the 
enlargement in question, if it existed, since moreover, even prior 
to Kopp and to any of the authorities, quoted by Reyland, Peter 
Frank has directed the attention of the profession on this subject. 
when saying : 

“In asthmate, ut nominant, pucrili, glandulas bronchiales. 
praeter sanitatis modum, turgidas, maxime vero thymum insi¢- 
niter tumefactum invenerunt anatomici: ita quidem ut tota” 
fere anterioris pectoris regionem ille occupaverit, &c.” 

Reyland, however, or his authorities in the Dublin Journal. 
have overlooked, on their part, the important phenomenon, stated 


* F. Reyland’s Treatise on the Diseases and Injuries of the Larynx and Trache 
Reprinted in Dr. Dunglison’s Medical Library. V, II. No. 18. p. 127. 
t Kopp libr. cit p. 106. 
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by Kopp, that in several cases of this form of asthma, which 
‘erminated fatally, the thymus was found in a semicartilagenous 
state, particularly where the arteria inaominata passes under it, 
enclosing the latter in a hard cartilagenous ring, which prevented 
the expansion of the artery at the systo.e of the heart. It is net 
improbable that this observation may assist the diagnosis of this 
disease, as we shall presently show. 

Tie case which came under our notice was that of a scrophu- 
lous boy, three months old. Previous to medical aid having 
been called in, as early as three weeks after birth, he was fre- 
quently attacked with sudden suspension of respiration, which, 
after a few seconds duration, terminated with that peculiar grat- 
ing sound, which has received the name of “crowing, croup-iike 
inspiration.” ‘There was no regularity as to the return of the 
attacks, nor did they become more frequent, until, through ex- 
posure to cold, he was taken with suffocative catarrh, which, 
however, Was soon removed by repeated doses of Antim. tartar. I. 
The attacks of suspended respiration, however, would now occur 
ipon the slightest provocation, such as a certain position whilst 
nursing or sleeping, through laughing or crying, &c. 

The face become of a dark red colour during the attack, he 
drew his head back and invariably towards dis left shoulder : 
at the right superior angle, formed by the sterno-clavicular sym- 
physis (about the clavicular portion of the origin of ihe sterno- 
cleido-mastoideus muscle) a considerable depression becomes 
visible, of equal duration as the paroxism and having evidently 
more than an accidental connexion with it, for it would also 
occur, if, when an obstacle prevented the head being drawn to the 
shoulder, so that it could not be accounied for by the mere posi- 
tion of the head. His teeth were firmly clenched and the tongue 
was in an almost lacerated state from the repeated bites during 
the paroxysms, which were also generally accompanied by, what 
have been termed, carpo-pedal contractions.* 

Pupils considerably dilated, pulse quick and faint, faeces and 
urine passed involuntary during the attack. His tonsils and most 
of the cervical glands were enlarged and some of the latter in- 
durated, and though there was no regular type in the return of 
the paroxysm during the day, yet it pretty certainly would occur 
after midnight. These two characteristic features of the disease, 


* The thumbs are pressed constantly and firmly against the palms of the hands, 
the toes bent downwards and the wrist and anklejoints inclined inwards, 


18* 
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together with its predilection for the right side, as observed }, 
Kopp and others, seemed to indicate Ammon. carb., which, j), 
reality, at first mitigated, and finally eradicated the disease, afte, 
several narcotics, as Bellad., Conium, &c. having been tried with. 
out any relief whatever. If the symptom, that he head is drawy 
towards the left shoulder, should also be found a constant one by 
other observers, it may indicate similar pressure on the arteria 
aunonyma as mentioned by Kopp, producing congestion in the lef; 
carotid artery and causing thus spasmodic action, of the pneu- 
mogastric nerve, particularly visible in its branches of the same 
side. 

This then, besides being a diagnostic symptom for a disease 
which ofien snatches off its victims during the most innocent and 
sweetest time of a parents enjoyments, would also indicate, tha: 
the safest position for the little patient whilst sleeping would be 
lying on his back, in preference to either side. However, we 
shall be glad to receive any information from other observers. 
either in contradiction or confirmation of these remarks. 
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INSTRUCTIONS, 


by which patients at a distance, afflicted with chronic diseases, may 
communicate their cases to a physician by letter. 


(Translated from the German.) 


The patient should first describe his complaints in his own way, as though 
these instructions were not before him, viz: their commencement, progress 
and presumptive causes. The age and sex of the patient and whether he be 
married or single, should of course be communicated to the physician, if thes 
circumstances be not already known. It would be well to mention whethe! 
the patient is of a large or diminutive frame of body, meagre or stout, feeb: 
or robust. Whether he is easy to take cold, and very susceptible to other 
external impressions. Is the complexion florid, or pale, or dark? What is the 
colour and condition of the hair, and the colour of the eyes! Concomitan! 
bodily imfirmities, as hernia or rupture, prolapsus uteri, curvature of the 
spine, lameness, &c., should be made known. Is the disposition of the patien' 
mild and placable, or boisterous and violent? firm or yielding, lively and 
communicative, or reserved and taciturn; anxious, apprehensive, or timor- 
ous, or irritable, &c.? Are his mental emotions of long continuance, or ar 
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they very transient ? | 
The patient is next required to give an accurate and particular description 


of the incidents or symptoms of his disease, such as pains and other morbid 
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sensations. He should describe precisely the region or part, and on which 
side of the body they are seated, and how large is the space they occupy. 
Whether the pains are obtuse, and may be denominated dull or pressing, or 
whether they are sticking or piercing, rending, throbbing, perforating, pulling 
or drawing, pinching, snatching, gnawing, cutting, griping, burning, obtusely 
prickling or crawling, itching, tickling, numb or as if the part were asleep, 
i if from a sprain or contusion, or whether they consist of several of these 
sensations combined, or may be more accurately represented by other terms.— 
Are the symptoms continued, or do they remit or vary in intensity from time 
to time? Do they recur at particular times of day, or at certain intervals of 
one or more days? Is their recurrence, aggravation, diminution or cessation 
connected with the exercise of any bodily function! Do they arise or disap- 
pear, are they increased or diminished by exercise, or during rest, by !ying 
Jown, or sitting, by stretching out, or bending up the body, by walking, by 
standing, by warmth or cold, in the open air or within doors, by light, by 
noises. by talking, by eating, by drinking or swallowing, soon after eating, 
by the motion of the affected part or by touching or pressing it, by mental 
emotion—fright, anger, during bodily or mental exercise, reading, &c. &c.— 
{re the symptoms associated with anxiety greater or Jess, do they impair 
the powers of thought or recollection, or the due exercise of the senses! 
seeing, hearing,&c.)—Are the motions or functions of the affected part in 
ny way impaired or disabled? or is the local disease associated with com- 
plaints in other parts, and with what’? does it alternate with other com- 
plaints? Is the affected part red or swollen?! Is the swelling hard or soft or 
painful to the touch, and does it leave an indentation after pressure with the 
finger! 

During the sufferings of individual parts or functions of the body, (even 
when these sufferings are not the principal ones) further information is to 
be given respecting the state of the patients mind; whether he suffers 
patiently, or is inclined to weep, to be morose, passionate, despairing, greatly 
anxious or fearful, &c., or whether the mind is remarkably affected in these 
respects by the disease Are the intellectual functions, power of thought, 
memory or desire or ability for mental or bodily exercise weakened !—Aber- 
rations of mind, morbid affections of the moral and intellectual faculties are 
to be described by the narrators strictly as they are manifested by the patient's 
words or conduct. 

Is there dizziness, or “a dull, heavy sensation” of the head.—Disorders of 
sight. Does the patient see objects indistinctly as through a veil or mist! 
Does he see dark specks floating before the eyes, or sparks, or false colours? 
Do objects appear double or quivering! Is the patient short- or long-sighted ! 
Is the pupil contracted, dilated or very changeable? Are the eyes watery, 
red, inflamed, averse tothe light? Do the eye-lids frequently adhere together ! 
Do they open and close properly! Are they affected by convulsive motions 
or twitchings or beset with sties? Are there specks upon the cornea ? 


Disorders of hearing: 1s there a roaring, whizzing, or ringing noise m 
toe ears! Is the ear-wax dry or fluid, oozing from the ears, or foctid ! 


Are the nostrils obstructed? Is there a cold in the head with or without a 
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discharge from the nose? Sneezing. Sense of smell. Soreness and rawness 
of the nostrils, or a bad smell from them. Bleeding at the nose 

Are the teeth incrusted with tartar, loose, decayed and have any fallen 
out or been extracted? Are the gums pale or red, hard or soft, spongy 
swollen, apt to bleed, or retracted from the neck of the teeth ? 

Is there a dryness of the mouth? Or excessive flow of saliva! Is the saliy, 
viscid, slimy, foetid, bloody ! Is the surface of the tongue, tonsils, uvula, pala 
fauces or lips affected with blisters, swellings or ulcers or covered wit! 
mucus? Is the tongue dry or moist, acutely sensible,chapt, sore or raw, cleay 
or covered with fur (white or yellow) !—Are the functions of speech, chewing 
or motion of the tongue unembarrassed! Is swallowing performed withou: 
difficulty? (Is the swallowing of fiuids or solids or of the spittle attended bh, 
no inconvenience?) Has the patient a bad breath! Is the taste natural oF 
absent, slimy, salt, bitter, sour, foul!—Have the different articles of food their 
proper taste, or are they insipid, slimy, bitter, sour. salt, &c. 7—IHlow is th 
appetite and thirst? What articles of food or drink are prefered! Wha: 
complaints arise after eating and drinking! Is the patient troubled wit) 
frequent belching of wind, with or without taste,—or does it taste of th 
food just eaten, or of what? Is there regurgitation of fluids from the stomach. 
or a confluence of saliva in the mouth? and of what taste in either cas 
Is there vomiting of water, saliva, or mucus, of an acrimonious, acid < 
bitter taste, or of a putrid taste and smell, or of a yellow, green or blood, 
aspect? Does the patient vomit coagulated blood, or food! Is there sicknes 
or nausea! Is the abdomen tense, full, hard, or empty and retracted! In th 
case of pains or other complaints in the abdomen, the particular region | 
which they are seated should be accurately defined (for example: pit of th 
stomach, region of the navel, immediately below the ribs, in which side, &c. 
Is the patient troubled with flatulency!? Is there frequent rolling and rumbling 
in the bowels! Does the wind readily escape, or i it retained, and what ar 
the complaints which it seems to give rise to? Are the evacuations from 
the bowels effected with ease or difficulty ! How frequent are they? wha‘ 
is their consistence! are they foecal or slimy, or bloody, &c.? What is their 
colour! Are there any complaints immediately preceding, during or following 
a stool! Are any large or small worms discharged! Are there abrasions or 
sore places, warts, or piles in the rectum or anus, and do the latter some- 
times protrude or bleed? What complaints arise before, or during, or after 
he urinary discharge! And is the discharge sparing, or copious? What 1s 
the aspect of the urine? (is it clear, high coloured, or turbid?) Does it soon 
change after evacuation and deposit mucus or sand, or a white, or red sediment 
Does it contain blood, pus, or gravel ? 

Is the breathing short, or otherwise oppressed? Can the patient ascend 4 
hight ! Is the breathing asthmatic, wheezing or rattling? Does the patient 
make any complaint on drawing a deep breath! How is the voice, roug®, 
hoarse, hollow, &c.? Is there a cough! is it slight and short, or hard and 
difficult? does it seem to come deep from the breast? do the paroxysms of 
coughing last long, and are they attended by swelling of the face and loss of 
breath ! How does the cough sound? {fs it dry, or followed by expectoration ' 
is expectoration easy or difficult, sparing or copious, mucous, purulent, 
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resembling saliva, bloody, (interspersed, or tinged with blood, and of a bright, 
or dark colour, or is it pure blood?) white, yellow, green, ash coloured, &c.! 
Noes it taste salt, sweet, bitter, or what taste has it 4 Is there a superab- 
yndance of mucus in the larynx or trachea, or does it seem to lie deep 
n the breast? In what part of the organs of respiration is seated the irritation 
to cough? and from whence proceeds the matter expectorated! Is there pal- 
pitation of the heart! or throbbing in other parts of the body? Does the 
satient suffer from transient flushes of heat? He can perhaps describe the 
condition of the pulse. Are the glands under the ear, under the jaw, in the 
arm-pits, on the head, in the groins swollen or suppurated? Is the patient 
afflicted with goitre, or an enlargement of the gland over the wind pipe? 

Are there swellings of the bones or joints, are there tubercles or swel- 
lings, or swollen, or knotted veins! Are there any parts red, .wollen and 
painful? Are the hands or feet swollen? Is there lameness of one or more 
of the limbs? Are there cramps or spasms, tremor, twitching or starting, 
stupor or falling asleep, or other morbid sensations in any of the limbs? Is 
the skin pallid, yellow, &c.? Is it dry or inclined to sweat, or otherwise in 
an unhealthy condition ? 

Is there itching of the skin (tickling, slight prickling, or a sensation of 
biting, burning, crawling, sticking?) is it relieved by scratching, or is the 
sensation thereby only changed for another? The presence in the skin of 
wheals, swellings, biles, chilblains and corns is to be mentioned, and the 
attendant sensations described. Also, cutaneous eruptions, as miliary eruptiors 
or rashes, spots, pimples, vesicles and pustules are to be described, viz: their 
seat, colour, abundance, size; whether filled with water or pus, whether 

werel with scabs or crusts and their duraticn. Also, tetter, scaliness, 
scald, brown and blue spots, moles, freckles, cracks or fissures of the skin, 
blisters with ichorous discharges, ulceration at the angles of the month, 
warts, swellings of the bones, chafing of the skin, malformation of the nails, 
falling out of the hair, scales or scabs on the head. When there are ulcers, 
whether they are inflamed, or overgrown with what is called proud flesh, 
whether their margins are elevated, whether they easily bleed, or their 
bottom looks red, black, or as if containing a fatty substance; whether the 
matter issuing from them is copious, thin, thick, bloody, white, yellow, black, 
acrimonious, foetid. 

Is there chilliness, or a feeling of heat? Chilliness, heat, or sweat of parti- 
cular purts '—Sweating of the feet, whether warm cold or foetid! When the 
patient has fever, does the paroxysm consist of a cold, hot and sweating 
stage? Do they alternate with or succeed each other? What is the order 
of their succession? With what intensity, and how long does each continue ? 
Are they general, or do they affect particular parts only? with or without 
thirst ? with paleness or redness of the face and skin? Are there other symp- 
toms atcompanying the paroxysm of fever (cold, hot and sweating stage) ? 

Particular paroxysms of disease, as swooning, cramps, epilepsy, spasms of 
the stomach, asthma, &c., are to be accurately described in their commen- 
cement, course and termination. Whether they are chinged, aggravated or 
relieved at certain hours of the day, during the performance of any bodily 
function, or by certain postures of the body. 
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Does the patient sleep long, or is he restless, and is the sleep interrupte | 
by frequent waking or startings? Does he talk or moan in his sleep, or ha. 
he the night mare? Is the sleep disturbed by anxious dreams and of why: 
character? In what posture does the patient lie during sleep? Is he aceys. 
tomed to sleep with his month open? How is his strength? Is he obliged ty 
lie down or can he remain up? Does he feel languid, weary, or sluggish, &c. ‘ 
Is he emaciated ! 

The patient should relate his previous diseases,—particular cutanenys 
diseases—itch, eruptions of the head, tetter, erysipelas, small pox, measles, 
pimples on the face or any itching eruption of the skin.—Also, whether he 
has had scrofula (glandular swellings) rickets, gout, rheumatism, piles, difii- 
cult dentition, worms, cramps, epilepsy (convulsions), hooping cough, inflam- 
mation of the lungs, or other inflammations, intermittent or remittent fever, 
jaundice, haemorrhages, diseases of the teeth, apoplexy and palsy, sweating o: 
the feet, ulcers, or other diseases. He relates how long he laboured under 
either of these affections, how long he was under treatment for them, what 
were the remedies employed, and what he has used for the existing disease. 
Has he resorted to medicated baths, herb teas of any kind, blood-letting, 
emetics or cathartics, teas “for purifying the blood,” valerian tea, “strength- 
ening medicines,” Peruvian bark, &c. And is he accustomed to the use of 
either of these remedies? Is he in the habitual use of distilled or fermented 
liquors, coffee, tea, much fat victuals, acid, or high seasoned food ?—Does 
he partake of much food and what ?—His manner of living shouldbe desc: ibed 
and whether he is accustomed to the use of woolen clothing and whether his 
habitation is in a wholesome condition.—When passions or emotions of the 
mind retard recovery, or have caused and sustained the disease, he should nt 
conceal these circumstances from the physician, for example: disappoint» | 
love, blighted hopes, grief, domestic unhappiness, want. Neither should he 
conceal the fact of former habits of licentiousness if any such have existed, 
and which may have contributed to his disease. If he has always been of a 
weakly frame of body, probably his disease is hereditary ; and if when an in- 
fant, he did not receive his nourishment at the breast, but was brought up 
‘by hand,” he should inform his physician of the fact. C. F. M. 


Oe Oe ae me i ee oe ee 
Collected by C. Nd. 


In the “Archives de la medicine Hlome@opathique” of March 1858, Dr. 
Simon remarks (what has already been remarked by many other Homeop. 
physicians) that a number of organic diseases do not possess an equivalent in 
the materia medica pura, e. g. croup, ascites, epilepsy, tubercles, cancer, &c. 
in man the symptoms cannot be increased to the degree of organic destruc- 
tion or metamorphosis. This, however, can be done in animals and as the 
object is here to obtain information with regard to the material <lteration in 








215 

‘he different tissues and mixtures, experiments with animals would be of 
vreat value in the treatment of chronic material diseases of man. With 
animals the doses can be increased until death, and every degree of the effect 
of a poison on the animal economy can be studied. Of the conditions accor- 
ding to which these experiments with animals should be conducted, Dr. Simon 
will treat in a second article.— 

Before the medical faculty of Paris two inaugural theses have lately been 
Jefended upon the subject of | .om@opathy. In the first by Dr. Saintaur on 
the law of specificity, the name “Homeopathy” is omitted, in order not to 
offend the learned Professors. Dr. Juvin on the other hand speaks out the 
word and particularly defends the Home@opathic materia medica and practice, 
a3 well as the law ot specificity. Mr. Juvin graduated without opposition.— 

We are indebted to our friend Dr. Scholl for the translation of the follow- 
ing notices from the Italian : 

Dr. Anton. de Blasi Annali di Medicina Omiopathica per la Sicilia. Palermo 
1-37, contain a short account of the asiatic cholera and its successfull Homao- 

ithic treatmeut. Highly extolled as almost infallible remedies are the Spir. 
Camphor. in the first stage and in the 2d, Veratrum album. When the disease 
as already turned into a nervous fever with delirium, Bryonia alba was 
riven alternately with Rhus radicans. Ina Ictter by a noble Hungarian Lady 
t is added that in the treatment of herself and peasants, Spir. Camph., Vera- 
trum, and Copper universally restored them, even from the worst state of the 
Jisease. Pag. 353 we find a necrological notice of Dr. Jos. Franchina an 
eminent anatomist and Homeopathic practitioner in Sicily, who died the 9t) 
of July 1837, a victim to the Cholera, He is particularly lauded for his 
extraordinary skill in embalming dead bodies, so as not only to prevent their 
putrefaction but also to preserve fully the colour and natural shape of even 
the most delicate parts of the body and the flexibility of the muscles.— 

Dr. L. Simon in an article on pure and impure Home@opathy in the “Archi- 
ves Homeopathiques de Paris” observes: “Successfull cures, however, 
numerous and extraordinary they may be, do not suffice to establish the 
triumph of a new doctrine.” However, parodoxical this may sound, it 1s 
nevertheless true. All doctrines from the rudest empiricism to the stiffest 
doctrinarism, refer to their cures. 7 cure is certainly the last aim of me- 
dicine, but what shall we understand by the word cure? Here the difficulty 
commences, ‘To disperse external ulcers with caustics, to stop leucorrhoeas 
or blennorrhoeas with adstringents by some are also called cures. The 
same is the case with Homeopathy ; its cures are yet too new, time has not 
yet imprinted its stamp upon them.— 

Dr. Griesselich of Carlsruhe in his letter to Hufeland says: Many well 
meaning friends of Homeopathy say, that the truth will finally prevail.* 
[ cannot concur in this. Truth, I see, never and nowhere prevails; the 
majority of mankind must be different from what they really are, if truth 
should make an impression upon them ; many believing that they have found 
it, embrace a cloud instead of Juno; they may congratulate themselves, if 


* Which with regard to Homeopathy will certainly take placc,—but not so soon 
as some believe.—Nd. 
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they see their error in time, and they must begin anew in their search for 
truth. But the great majority want it not, and get offended, if they see 
zealously searching for it those discontented eccentrics, who are not content 
with the prevailing sentiments of the day, who do not praise the time being, 
who do not raise their voice in favour of that every day life, which shows 
itself under a thousand forms, of which egotism composes the principal part, 


New Homeopathic publications. 


1) Beauvais, Effets toxiques et pathogeniques des medicamens, sur |’eco. 
nomie animale dans l’etat de sante. Recueillis ect mis en tableaux synoptiques, 
In 8. Paris. Prix de la livre 2 Fr. 50 Cent. 

2) L. Simon, Dr. Memoire sur les maladies scrofuleuses. In 8. Paris, 
2 Fr. 50 Cent. 

3) Die chronischen Krankheiten, ihre eigenthimliche Natur und Homao-. 
pathische Heilung, von Dr. Samuel Hahnemann. 4 Theile. Dasseldorf 
Second edition. 

4) Miscellen aus dem gesammten Gebiete der theoretischen und practi- 
schen Medicin, von Dr. Altschuhl, Bd. 1. Lief 1. Prague 1838. 

This small volume contains 1) experience with the Veratrum in the Cho- 
lera; 2) on the eifects of roses in pthisis pulmonalis; 3) on the abuse of mer- 
cury among the country people; 4) on the hesling power of mustard in 
typhus abdominalis. 

5) Practice of Homeopathy, by P. F. Curie, M. D. Opiniorum com- 
menta delet dies, nature judicia confirmat. Cic. London 1338. 8. p. 366. 

6) Domestic Homeopathy, by P. F. Curie, M. D., formerly surgeon in the 
military Hospital of Paris, member of the Parisian Homeopathic and gallican 
societies; physician to the London Homeopathic Dispensary, author of “the 
Principles of Homeopathy.” “The Practice of Homm@opathy,” &c., with 
additions and improvements by Gideon {lumphrey, M. D., &e. Philadelphia 
1839. Duodecimo, p. 250. Nd. 


*.* In concluding with the present number the first year of the Homeop. 


Journal the editors claim the kind indulgence of the friends of Homeopathy 


for the many inaccuracies, numerous typographical errors and o.her defects, 


with which it abounds, all of which, should they succeed in continuing the 
Journal, they will use their most strenuous efforts to remedy in their future 


numbers. 











“Semmes 


———— 


